The Two Gentlemen of Verona


	Act & Scene
	Characters
	Plot Summary

	1.1
	Valentine, Proteus, Speed
	Valentine & Proteus are best friends. Valentine is going travelling, but Proteus is in love with Julia & so is staying behind. Valentine thinks love is a fools game. Proteus promises to write to him in Milan of any news. Valentine exits & Speed enters looking for Valentine, his master. He has delivered a love letter to Julia for Proteus. She did not respond. Speed exits. Proteus decides he needs a stronger love plaudit to win Julia.

	1.2
	Julia, Lucetta
	Julia is being wooed by many men including Proteus. Lucetta thinks Proteus is the best of all the suitors. Julia says he’s never shown his love. Lucetta brings out the letter that she received in Julia’s name from Speed. Julia tells her to return it. Lucetta exits Julia calls her back – they quarrel over the letter and then Julia rips it up. Lucetta exits Julia reads the torn scraps. She loves Proteus. Lucetta enters dinner is ready. She clears up the ripped letter, they exit.

	1.3
	Antonio, Pantino, Proteus
	Antonio & Pantino discuss Proteus and decide that he needs the education that travel provides and that he shall be sent after Valentine to Milan to the Emperor’s royal court to be educated in the ways of the world. Proteus is to leave tomorrow. Proteus enters with a love letter from Julia. He sees Antonio (his father) and Pantino. They ask him what the letter is. He lies and says it is news from Valentine. Antonio tells Proteus that tomorrow he is leaving to join Valentine. They exit Proteus despairs.

	2.1
	Valentine, Speed, Silvia
	Speed gives Valentine a glove from Silvia. Valentine loves her. Speed reminds him of how he mocked Proteus. Last night Silvia told Valentine to write her some love poetry, he has. Silvia enters. Valentine gives her the letter she returns it confounding him and exits. Speed explains that she is unable to write to Valentine so she got him to write a love letter & then she delivered back to him from her. They exits for dinner.

	2.2
	Proteus, Julia, Pantino
	Proteus and Julia say their goodbyes, exchange rings and kiss. Pantino enters to call Proteus to leave for Milan.

	2.3
	Lance, Panthino
	Lance is weeping. He is going to Milan with Proteus. He enacts leaving his family and despairs that his dog Crab seems not to care. Panthino enters to call Lance to the ship. 

	2.4
	Valentine, Silvia, Turio, Speed, Duke, Proteus
	Silvia treats Valentine as a servant. Turio is also wooing her and has a jealous exchange of wits with Valentine. The Duke enters informing Valentine that Proteus has arrived in court. He leaves to send him to Valentine. Valentine tells Silvia what a good man Proteus is & his love for Julia. Proteus enters. Valentine asks Silvia to take him as her servant too – they exchange flattery she leaves with Turio. Proteus & Valentine exchange news and talk of love. Valentine tells Proteus that he and Silvia are betrothed and they have a secret plan to elope. Valentine wants to share it with Proteus. He exits Proteus reveals that he has fallen for Silvia and intends to woo her.

	2.5
	Speed, Lance
	Speed welcomes Lance to Milan. They banter about Proteus & Julia. They leave for the ale house.

	2.6
	Proteus
	Proteus thinks on love, being foresworn & concludes love is more important than friendship. He imagines Julia dead & Valentine his enemy. He decides to tell the Duke that Valentine & Silvia are going to elope. He hopes the Duke’ll banish Valentine so that he can ruin Turio’s chances & win Silvia.

	2.7
	Julia, Lucetta
	Julia is pining for Proteus and wants to journey to him. Lucetta tells her to wait till he returns. Julia decides to go after him disguised as a page boy. She worries the journey might damage her reputation. Lucetta worries Proteus might not be happy to see her. Julia is sure of his love. 

	3.1
	Duke, Turio, Proteus, Valentine, Lance
	Duke tells Turio to leave. He discusses with Proteus Valentine’s plan to elope with Silvia. The Duke had feared this may happen and every night locks Silvia in an upper tower to which only he has the key. Proteus tell him that Valentine plans to use a rope ladder which he is currently fetching. He asks that when the Duke exposes Valentine he doesn’t reveal Proteus’s part, the Duke agrees. Proteus exits & Valentine enters. The Duke tricks him into revealing his plan by inventing a lady he wishes to woo in a high tower and asking how Valentine would reach her. He finds the rope ladder and letter. He banishes him on pain of death. The Duke exits. Valentine is distraught. Proteus & Lance enter and tell him he is proclaimed banished. 

	3.2
	Duke, Turio, Proteus
	Duke reassures Turio that now Silvia will love him. Turio says Silvia hates him more than before. Enter Proteus. Valentine is gone. Silvia is grieving and refuses to marry Turio. Proteus promises to speak with her and slander Valentine and praise Turio. He encourages Turio to write to her & serenade her.

	4.1
	Valentine, Speed, three Outlaws
	Valentine and Speed are held up by three Outlaws. He tells them he hasno riches and has been banished from Milan for murdering a man. The Outlaws decide he should become their leader, Valentine agrees.

	4.2
	Proteus, Turio, Musicians, Host, Julia, Silvia
	Proteus woos Silvia but she declares him false for leaving Julia. Turio turns up with musicians to woo Silvia. Enter Host with Julia disguised. Julia hears Proteus serenade Siliva and is heartbroken. Lance has told Host that Proteus is in love with Silvia and tomorrow he has to present his dog to her as a present. Host tells this to Julia. Turio & Musicians exit. Enter Silvia. Proteus says Julia & Valentine are dead. Julia hears him. Silvia rejects him. He asks for her portrait. She tells him to send for it tomorrow.

	4.3
	Eglamour, Silvia
	Silvia plans to run away to Mantua to find Valentine. Eglamour agrees to accompany her. 

	4.4
	Lance, Proteus, Julia, Silvia
	Lance returns from offering Crab to Silvia who refused him. Crab behaved badly in the Duke’s house. Enter Protues and Julia (as Sebastian). Proteus has employed Julia as his manservant. Proteus asks Lance how Silvia liked his gift of a dog. Lance replies that she did not like it and that Proteus’s dog was stolen so he offered Silvia his dog in its place. Proteus is angry & sends Lance away. Proteus instructs Julia to take a ring to Silvia. It is Julia’s ring. Torn, Julia decides to be loyal and deliver the ring to Silvia. Silvia gives her the portrait for Protues. Julia delivers Proteus’s letter to Silvia who refuses to open it and rips it up. Julia offers her the ring. Silvia refuses to take it. Silvia pities Julia and gives Sebastian a purse of money. Julia soliloquises to Silvia’s picture.

	5.1
	Eglamour, Silvia
	Eglamour and Silvia meet and flee the city

	5.2
	Turio, Proteus, Julia, Duke
	Proteus lies to Turio saying Silvia is coming round to his suit. Enter Duke with the news of Silvia’s flight. They all follow after her.

	5.3
	Silvia, three Outlaws
	The Outlaws have captured Silvia. Eglamour escaped. They are taking her to their leader.

	5.4
	Valentine, Proteus, Silvia, Julia, Duke, Turio, Three Outlaws
	Valentine enters pining for Silvia. Proteus enters with Silvia and Julia (in disguise) he has saved Silvia from the outlaws. He asks her to look favourably on him but she still calls him false. Poor Julia and the hidden Valentine witnesses his pleas. Proteus grows sick of begging and threatens to rape Silvia. Valentine steps forward. He accuses Proteus of treachery. Proteus asks his forgiveness. Valentine grants and to demonstrate his love to Proteus he gives him Silvia. Julia Faints. Julia comes round, gives Proteus his ring back and reveals her disguise. Proteus falls back in love with Julia. They are all made up and with their right partner. Enter Outlaws, Duke & Turio. Turio claims Silvia, Valentine threatens to kill him if he touches her. Turio gives her up. Duke admires Valentine and gives his daughter to her. Valentine asks that the Outlaws be allowed to return to Milan the Duke agrees. They all return to Milan and are to be married on the same day.
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