The Comedy of Errors

	Act & Scene
	Characters
	Plot Summary

	1,1
	Duke Solinus, Egeon, Jailor
	The Duke outlines the ongoing feud between Ephesus and Syracuse: Egeon has been sentenced to death for coming to Ephesus. He tells the story of the birth of his twins and the purchase of another set of twins to serve them; in a shipwreck he and one of each of the sets of twins were separated from his wife and the other two boys. He has come to Ephesus as part of his search for the missing boys. The Duke gives him a day to come up with enough money to bail himself out.

	1.2
	Antipholus of Syracuse, Dromio of Syracuse, First Merchant, Dromio of Ephesus
	The merchant repays money he owes to Antipholus of Syracuse, who tells Dromio (S) to take it to the Centaur (an inn) and wait for him there. He talks of his sadness at the loss of his mother and brother. Dromio (E) enters, there is confusion about the money, and Antipholus’ wife.

	2.1
	Adriana, Luciana, Dromio of Ephesus
	Antipholus (E)’s wife, Adriana, and her sister Luciana, wonder about the whereabouts of Antipholus (E) and Dromio (E). Luciana preaches to her sister about the place of a wife, though she herself is unmarried. Dromio (E) comes to tell themhe thinks his master has gone mad after his encounter with the wrong Antipholus, who only asked about his money, and denied he had a wife. Adriana sends him back to bring Antipholus home, worrying she has done something to upset her husband: she says he promised her a chain which she has not yet received.

	2.2
	Antipholus of Syracuse, Dromio of Syracuse, Adriana, Luciana
	Antipholus (S) meets Dromio (S) and chides him for his earlier behaviour, which Dromio (S) denies, and so is beaten. They then joke together. Adriana and Luciana come looking for Antipholus (E), chiding both men, who deny ever having met the women. The women convince the men to come back home for dinner; the men cannot believe their luck!

	3.1
	Antipholus of Ephesus, Dromio of Ephesus, Angelo, Balthasar, Luce, Adriana, Dromio of Syracuse
	Dromio (E) has found Antipholus (E) at the goldsmith’s (Angelo), organising the making of Adriana’s chain, and tells him to come home – Antipholus (E) denies earlier refusing to. They go to enter the house, but Dromio (S), within, refuses to let them enter, as do the maid Luce, and Adriana. Balthasar persuades Antipholus (E) they should eat elsewhere, so he send Angelo to fetch the chain, which he will now give to another woman to spite his wife.

	3.2
	Luciana, Antipholus of Syracuse, Dromio of Syracuse, Angelo
	Luciana tries to persuade Antipholus (S) he is Adriana’s husband, but he has fallen in love with Luciana herself. Dromio (S) tells Antipholus (S) that Nell the kitchenmaid had told him they are betrothed: he compares her rotund appearance to the globe, using an extended simile to compare parts of her body to different countries. Antipholus (S) sends him away to arrange for them both to leave Ephesus that evening. Angelo comes to give Antipholus (E) the chain; Antipholus (S) denies ever having asked for it, and tries to pay for it immediately, but Angelo insists he can wait until the evening. 

	4.1
	Second Merchant, Angelo, Officer, Antipholus of Ephesus, Dromio of Ephesus, Dromio of Syracuse
	A merchant asks Angelo for the money he is owed, so Angelo invites him to Antipholus (E)’s house to collect the money for the chain. Antipholus (E) is already on his way to find Angelo to collect the chain, and sends Dromio (E) to buy a rope. Angelo tries to get the money, but Antipholus (E) denies receiving the chain. Angelo has Antipholus (E) arrested. Dromio (S) enters, having found passage on a ship, which Antipholus (E) denies requesting, instead sending Dromio (S) to Adriana for money for his bail.


	4.2
	Adriana, Luciana, Dromio of Syracuse
	Luciana tells Adriana how Antipholus (S) has fallen in love with her. Dromio (S) comes to get the money for Antipholus (E)’s bail, which he is given under instructions to bring Antipholus (E) immediately back home.

	4.3
	Antipholus of Syracuse, Dromio of Syracuse, Courtesan
	Antipholus (S) is confused as everyone in Ephesus seems to recognise and greet him. Dromio (S) enters with the money from Adriana, but Antipholus (S) doesn’t understand what it is for. The ship leaving Ephesus is almost ready. A courtesan asks Antipholus (S) for the chain she was promised or the ring that she gave (to A of E) back. Antipholus (S) and Dromio (S) flee from her, so the courtesan decides to tell Adriana that her husband has stolen her ring.

	4.4
	Antipholus of Ephesus, Officer, Dromio of Ephesus, Adriana, Luciana, Courtesan, Pinch, Antipholus of Syracuse, Dromio of Syracuse
	Dromio (E) brings Antipholus (E) the rope that Antipholus (S) asked for, whilst Antipholus (E) expects the gold he sent Dromio (S) for. The women bring a schoolmaster/conjurer called Pinch to find out what is wrong with Antipholus. Antipholus (E) chides Adriana for shutting him out at dinner, but Adriana claims he did eat at home with her, though Dromio (E) supports his master’s claim that they were shut out. Adriana says she sent money for the bail with Dromio, which Dromio (E) denies. Antipholus (E) thinks Adriana did not send the money – she asks for him to be bound, fearing that he has gone mad, and orders both Antipholus (E) and Dromio (E) to be taken to the house and kept there. The officer tells her that Antipholus is in debt to him for a chain he bought, but Adriana has not received it. The courtesan says she is also waiting for the chain, and that Antipholus took her ring. Adriana wants to ask Angelo about this. Antipholus (S) and Dromio (S) enter with swords drawn, and the women flee, believing them to have escaped. The men plan to retrieve their belongings and then board the ship.

	5.1
	Second Merchant, Angelo, Antipholus of Syracuse, Dromio of Syracuse, Adriana, Luciana, Courtesan, Emilia the Abbess, Duke Solinus, Egeon, Messenger, Antipholus of Ephesus, Dromio of Ephesus
	Angelo has to repay the merchant, so is still looking for Antipholus. Antipholus (S) and Dromio (S) enter – Antipholus (S) is wearing the chain. Angelo asks for his payment, calling Antipholus (S) a liar for earlier refusing he had received the chain, which Antipholus (S) denies: they draw swords to fight as the women enter, trying to have the men captured. Antipholus (S) and Dromio (S) escape into the Abbey, and Emilia the Abbess comes out, blaming Adriana for her husband’s madness and refusing to let them go in after the men. Adriana plans to complain to the Duke about the Abbess. The Duke enters with Egeon, who is about to be executed. The Duke asks to see the Abbess. A messenger brings news that Antipholus (E) and Dromio (E) have just escaped from Adriana’s house – she says they escaped long ago and are now in the Abbey. Antipholus (E) and Dromio (E) enter to plead with the Duke about the ill-treatment they have suffered from Adriana, and they deny entering the Abbey, so the Abbess is sent for. Egeon recognises Antipholus (E) as his son, and asks him to pay his bail, but both Antipholus (E) and Dromio (E) deny knowing him, saying they have never seen Antipholus (E)’s father. The Abbess brings in Antipholus (S) and Dromio (S), who do recognise Egeon. The Abbess also recognises him as her long-lost husband, and the Duke realises from Egeon story (1.1) that the twins and parents have now been reunited: they work out who is who, which is Adriana’s husband, what happened with the chain, and which Dromio is servant to which Antipholus. 
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