Richard II


	Act
	Scene
	Characters
	Plot

	I
	I
	King Rich II, John of Gaunt, Bollingbrook & Mowbray
	Bollingbrook and Mowbray have accused each other of treason, refuse reconciliation - Trial by Combat

	
	II
	John of Gaunt & Duchess of Gloucester.
	Duchess wants John of Gaunt to avenge murder of bro, Gloucester. John of Gaunt won’t ‘cause he believes the king responsible and infallible as the deputy of God.

	
	III
	Lord Marshal, Duke Aumerle, King Rich II, Mowbray , Bullingbrook
	Trial by Combat - King stops fight, sentences both to exile – Bollingbrook for 10 years, Mowbray for life. They’re made to swear oath not to commit treason. Mow. leaves, Rich reduces Boll.’s exile to 6 years. Rich exit. Gaunt says bye to Bull - goes into exile

	
	IV
	Rich II, Green, Bagot & Lord Aumerle, Bushy
	They talk of banished Boll. He had the common touch. Rich paranoid. Turns to Irish wars, Is broke, ent. Bushy w. news Gaunt is ill. Rich wishes him dead and to use his lands to fund Irish war.

	II
	I
	John of Gaunt, Duke of York, Rich II, Queen, Aumerle, Bushy, Green, Bagot, Ross, Willoughby, Northumberland
	Gaunt close to death, wishes to advise king against foolish conduct. York thinks Rich will ignore him. Gaunt rants about ruined Eng. King comes. Gaunt’s rebukes provoke Rich to anger. Gaunt carried off to bed & dies. Rich takes Gaunt’s possessions, York gets angry and warns Rich II. Rich departs for Eire, leaving York as Gov. of eng. Lords North, Ross and Will discuss, North reveals news – Bull is making way back to eng w. supporters.

	
	II
	Queen, Bushy, Bagot, Green, York, Servingman
	Queen waits uneasily for return of Rich. Green ent. W. news that Bull. returned to Eng. many Lords flocking to him. York prepares for war, Duchess of Glouc. is Dead. York begins mustering supporters to resist invasion. He leaves w. Queen for Berkeley Castle. B. B. & G contemplate their future.

	
	III
	Bollingbrook & Northumberland, Harry Percy,
	Make way to Berkeley Castle. Harry P, Ross and Will. Pledge support to Bollingbrook. Bollingbrook faces anger of York, Bollingbrook defends his actions of returning to Eng. York decides to stay neutral in conflict

	
	IV
	Earl of Salisbury, Welsh Captain
	Richard’s Welsh army disperses, believing king to be dead.

	III
	I
	Bull. York, North, Ross, Percy, Green, Willoughby, Bushy, 
	Bollingbrook. Condemns Bushy and Green to death,

	
	II
	Rich II, Aumerle, Carlisle, Salisbury, Scroope
	Rich lands. Carlisle and Aumerle urge him to make plans to deal w. rebellion. King confident Bollingbrook. will fail, learns of defected Welsh army, Scroope tells of Bollingbrook’s support throughout country, Richard hears of Bushy Bagot & Green’s execution & that York is with Bollingbrook. Rich decides they should disband and he’ll go to Flint castle.

	
	III
	Bollingbrook York, Northumberland
	Bollingbrook & supporters come to Flint castle discovering Richard there, parle, Rich agrees to give Bollingbrook back his title & lands. Rebel’s show respect, Rich convinced he’s in their power. Boll says that Rich to go to London w. him.

	
	IV
	Queen, Ladies, gardener, servant
	Queen sad, ladies try to cheer her, they over hear gardeners talk of public affairs & blaming Rich. for failing to nurture kingdom. Queen confronts men, prepares to go to London to meet Rich & curses gardener for bad news. Gardener resolves to plant herb to commemorate sad moment.

	IV
	I
	Bollingbrook, Aumerle, Northumberland, Percy, Fitzwater, Surrey, Bishop of Carlisle, Abbot of Westminster, Herald, Bagot, York, Rich II
	Parliamentary meeting, Boll investigates Gloucester’s death. Bagot accuses Aumerle, Aumerle challenges Bagot to Trial by Combat. Bull forbids Bagot to accept, several other nobles challenge Aumerle, argument gets out of hand, Bull. orders them to stop quarrelling till Mow recalled from banishment. Mow is dead. York says Rich agreed to abdicate & adopts him as heir. Bishop of Carlisle protests, warning will lead to civil war. North arrests Bish for treason Rich is summoned to appear. Rich prepares to hand over crown to Bull. He divests himself of his powers. North requests he also reads a statement confessing to his crimes. Rich refuses. North asks again, Rich refuses & asks for a mirror, smashes mirror & asks Bull for final favour, Bull assembled nobles leave w. Rich. Leaving Aumerle, Carlisle & Bish of Westminster. Plot against new king.

	V
	I
	Queen, attendants, Rich, Guard, Northumberland, 
	Queen waits to speak to Rich as he’s escorted to the tower. Boll’s changed mind, Rich to go to Pomfret Castle. Richard says goodbye to Queen who’s to be sent to France.

	
	II
	Duke of York and Duchess
	Duke of York sadly recounts Boll & Rich’s entrance to London. Aumerle (son) ent. Relegated to Earl of Rutland. York discovers document hidden in Aumerle’s shirt showing he’s involved in a plot to kill New king at Oxford. York, Aumerle & Duchess hasten to be first to reach Boll.

	
	III
	Bollingbrook,  Percy, lords, Aumerle, Duchess, York
	King Henry asks Percy for news of his son, who’s been frequenting taverns. Ent Aumerle desperate to speak to king, he begins to beg for pardon, York ent. Shows King the conspiracy note, as a reward to York Henry is prepared to forgive Aumerle, York doesn’t want this, ent. Duchess to plead for son’s life. Duch less & Aumerle on knees begging for pardon. York on knees demanding his son be punished. Henry pardons Aumerle but tells York to see that others on list are executed.

	
	IV
	Exton & servants
	Exton makes plan to kill King Richard

	
	V
	Richard, Keeper, Groom, Exton & servants
	Richard, alone, peoples his cell with thoughts, only the thought of ceasing to exist offers him any hope of relief. He hears music and thinks about time, He is visited by a groom from his stables, Keeper brings poisoned food, Rich attacks Keeper, Exton & men ent. Rich fights killing several, Exton strikes him down dead.

	
	VI
	King Henry, York, Northumberland, Fitzwater, Percy, Carlisle, Exton
	Henry hears news of execution of rebel leaders, Percy brings Bish of Carlisle for judgment, he is pardoned, Exton brings in body of Richard. Henry condemns his actions and promises a pilgrimage to the Holy land to atone for the killing.
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