Richard III


Act & Scene
Characters
Plot Summary

1.1
Richard, Clarence, Brackenbury, Hastings
London. Richard muses about his brother's rise to the throne and lascivious life, his own deformity, and his planned treachery. He has arranged to have Edward suspect their brother George Duke of Clarence of plotting against him. Clarence is brought by under guard of Sir Robert Brackenbury, and laments to Richard the prophecy Edward has heard saying someone with the letter G will cause Edward's children to be disinherited. Richard blames Elizabeth. He claims she and her brother Rivers are responsible for sending the Lord Hastings to the Tower. Richard promises to deliver Clarence from imprisonment, whilst ploting to have him murdered. Hastings has been released from the Tower after appealing to the king's mistress Mistress Shore, and indicates to Richard his intention of getting back at those responsible for his imprisonment. The king is sick of overindulgence. Richard muses that Edward must outlive Clarence & decides to woo the Anne, previously married to the son of King Henry VI & Queen Margaret.

1.2
Anne, Richard
London street. The body of Henry VI is being borne in a funeral procession from St. Paul's to Chertsey monastery, accompanied by lady Anne. She curses Richard, his future wife, and his future offspring for the murders of Henry and her husband. Richard arrives and halts the procession. Richard claims he did the murders out of love for Anne. He pursues his audacious suit, overcomes her revulsion, and wins her. He places a ring on her finger and asks to meet with her later at Crosby House. Alone, Richard cynically marvels at his conquest. 

1.3
Elizabeth, Rivers, Grey, Dorset, Buckingham, Stanley, Richard, Hastings, Margaret, Catesby, Murderer1, Murderer2
Court. Elizabeth meets with her brother Rivers, and sons Lord Grey and the Marquess of Dorset. They discuss Edward’s declining health. Buckingham and Lord Thomas Stanley Earl of Derby arrive. Edward wishes to see them to effect atonement between Richard, the Queen's family & Hastings. Richard complains that Elizabeth and her family have told Edward that he dislikes them and causing the imprisonment of Hastings. Queen Margaret enters commenting on the confrontation. Richard reminds Rivers that his family fought with the Lancastrians in the War. Richard denies any interest in the throne. Queen Margaret curses them all. Sir William Catesby calls them to the king. Richard plans to convince Stanley, Hastings, and Buckingham that the Queen and her relations have stirred up the King against Clarence. Ent Two Murderers he has hired to kill Clarence , he gives them a warrant & warns them not to listen to Clarence.

1.4
Clarence, Keeper, Brackenbury, Murderer1, Murderer2,
The Tower. Clarence has had a terrifying dream. Sir Robert Brackenbury enters while Clarence sleeps and muses on the superficial nature of the glories and titles of princes. The murderers arrive and are allowed to enter on the basis of the written warrant. The Murderers wrestle with their consciences while Clarence sleeps. He awakens and they talk, they inform Clarence that it is the deceiving Richard who has sent them. The first murderer finally kills him despite his pleas, the second murderer regretting his participation in this plot. 

2.1
King Edward, Elizabeth, Dorset, Rivers, Hastings, Buckingham, Grey, Ratcliffe, Richard, Stanley,
Court. Edward enters, sick, with Elizabeth et al. Edward insists everyone reconcile, they all pledge to be loving and harmonious. Richard arrives, agrees to the reconciliation, then tells them Clarence is dead. Edward is aghast to learn that his order to reverse the prior request for murder was not acted on. Stanley arrives & insists on being heard regarding his petition to spare the life of his servan. Edward laments that no one pleaded for Clarence's life. Later, Richard hints to Buckingham how the Queen's family looked guilty at the news of Clarence's death

2.2
Duchess of York, Boy and Girl (Children of Clarence) Elizabeth, Rivers & Dorset. Richard, Buckingham, Stanley, Hastings & Radcliffe.
Court. The old Duchess of York, Richard’s mother, enters with Clarence's children. The boy blames his uncle Edward for his father’s death. Richard has told them it was the Queen's doing. The Duchess is not deceived by the Richard. Elizabeth enters, Edward is dead. The children are unsympathetic for Elizabeth, since she did not weep for their father. Rivers counsels Elizabeth to have her son Prince Edward crowned. Richard & Buckingham arrive. Richard wants to send a small contingent to fetch Edward from Ludlow, Rivers acquiesces. Buckingham and Richard conspire to separate Elizabeth from the Prince by going to Ludlow themselves.

2.3
Citizen1, Citizen2, Citizen3
A street in London. Three citizens discuss the king's death and predict trouble ahead. 

2.4
Archbishop of York, Elizabeth, Duchess of York, young Richard Duke of York. Mess.
Court. Elizabeth, Duchess of York, & young Richard Duke of York are anxious about the news regarding the journey of prince Edward.  A messenger arrives telling them Rivers, Lord Grey, and Sir Thomas Vaughan, who were traveling with Edward, have been arrested & transported to Pomfret. Elizabeth flees with son, to sanctuary at Westminster Abbey with Archbishop of York.

3.1
Prince Edward, Richard, Cardinal, Buckingham, Catesby, Hastings, Lord Mayor, Young duke of York.
London street. Edward arrives & welcomed by Buckingham & Richard.  The Lord Mayor & Hastings come with the news of Elizabeth’s retreat. Buckingham persuades Archbishop of Canterbury to break the rules of sanctuary  & fetch York, claiming children aren’t entitled. Richard tells Edward that he & his brother will be kept in the Tower. The Cardinal returns with young York & Hastings. York does not wish to sleep in the tower, but agrees. Richard & Buckingham plot their strategy following Edward’s coronation. Buckingham tells Catesby to sound out Hastings, determining to kill him if he is unsympathetic to their plot.

3.2
Mess. Hastings, Catesby, Stanley, a Pursuivant, Priest, Buckingham
Hasting's house. A messenger arrives saying Stanley has dreamed of a boar attack, warns him of two councils taking place that night, & asks if he wishes to flee with him north. Hastings is confident the dreams are unfounded & that Richard will treat him kindly. Catesby arrives and sounds out Hastings on Richard's eventually winning the crown. Hastings is opposed to it. Stanley arrives, worried. Hastings doesn’t listen. Hastings is pleased that the Queen's relations are to be put to death. 

3.3
Ratcliffe, Rivers, Grey, Vaughan
Pomfret Castle. Elizabeth’s relations are put to death. 

3.4
Buckingham, Stanley, Hastings, Ely, Norfolk, Ratcliffe, Lovell, Richard,
Tower. The Bishop of Ely, Hastings, Buckingham, Stanley, meet to determine date of Edward’s coronation. Richard arrives and sends Ely for strawberries. Richard privately informs Buckingham of Hasting's refusal to support their plan to take the crown. Richard accuses mistress  Shore of witchcraft Hastings is skeptical, Richard calls him a traitor and demands he be beheaded. Lovell & Ratcliffe take Hastings away to be killed.

3.5
Richard, Buckingham, Mayor, Catesby, Lovell, Ratcliffe,
Tower. Richard & Buckingham discuss their ability to act. Lord Mayor arrives with Hastings' head. Richard "weeps" for the loss of his traitorous friend, claiming Hastings had plotted their deaths during the Council House meeting. The Mayor agrees to inform the populace that the execution was justified. Richard instructs Buckingham to go to the Guildhall, & imply Edward was conceived when his father was away, and that his sons are illegitimate. In the meantime Richard is going to surround himself with pious men of religion.

3.6
Scrivener
London street. A Scrivener reads the indictment against Hastings, and sees it is a sham.

3.7
Richard, Buckingham,  Catesby, Mayor, 
Richard’s residence. Buckingham tells Richard that the citizens received the news about Edward's bastardy in silence & fear. Buckingham coaches Richard in assuming religious wrappings. The Mayor arrives with townspeople. Richard is seen to be in devotions. Buckingham praises his piety. Buckingham entreats Richard to meet with them. Buckingham publicly tries to persuade Richard to accept the crown, appealing to his nobility, but he feigns reluctance. Buckingham says the children are bastards. The Mayor joins in the entreaties. Finally Richard accepts the crown. The coronation will take place the following day. 

4.1
Elizabeth, Duchess of York, Dorset, Anne, Brackenbury, Stanley
Tower. The Duchess, Elizabeth, Dorset’s wife, Anne, & Clarence's daughter Margaret meet. Lieutenant Brackenbury refuses to let them see the young princes. Stanley enters & tells Anne she is to be crowned Queen. Elizabeth is enraged, tells Dorset to flee to Richmond in France.

4.2
Richard, Buckingam, Catesby, Ratcliffe, Lovell, Page, Stanley, Tyrell,
Court. King Richard asks Buckingham for approval of his plan to kill the princes. Buckingham delays. Richard resolves to have him killed. He hires Tyrrel for the murders. He decides he must be married to Elizabeth’s. Tyrrel arrives & he instructs him to kill the boys. Richard ignores Buckingham upon his return, leaving him resigned to flee for his life.

4.3
Tyrell, Richard, Ratcliffe
The royal court. Tyrrel informs Richard that the children have been smothered by Dighton and Forrest and buried. Anne is dead. Ratcliffe informs him that the Bishop of Ely has fled to Richmond, and Buckingham is raising an army against him.

4.4
Margaret, Elizabeth, Duchess of York, Richard, Ratcliffe, Catesby, Stanley, mess1, mess2, mess3, mess4. 
Queen Margaret resolves to go to France.  Elizabeth & the Duchess meet & lament their losses. Richard's procession comes by. The Duchess & Elizabeth condemn him. Richard has an alarum played to drown out the women. Richard pursues his interest in Elizabeth's daughter. He wants her to call Dorset home from France. He argues this would lead to peace in England. She agrees to present Richard's suit to Elizabeth. Ratcliffe informs Richard that Richmond is approaching England with a navy. Richard sends Catesby to the Duke of Norfolk & Ratcliffe to Salisbury, for support. Stanley informs him Richmond is approaching at sea, supported by Dorset, Buckingham, & Morton, intending to claim the crown. Richard suspects that Stanley will betray him, & requires him to leave his son George Stanley behind, saying he will be beheaded if Stanley turns. Messengers arrive with news of uprisings & rebellion. Buckingham's army is scattered by floods. Word comes that Richmond returned to France after a storm. Buckingham has been captured.

4.5
Stanley, Sir Christopher
Stanley's home. Stanley sends word of his support for Richmond via a letter, but expresses fear for his son's life. Richmond is now in Wales, and his army makes its way toward London.

5.1
Buckingham, Sheriff
Salisbury. The sheriff leads the captured Buckingham to his execution. 

5.2
Richmond, Oxford, Blunt, Herbert
Camp near Tamworth. Richmond, Oxford, Sir James Blunt, Sir Walter Herbert and others are pleased at the unimpeded progress of their march deep into England.

5.3
Richard, Norfolk, Ratcliffe, Surrey, Catesby, Stanley, Richmond, Sir William Brandon, Oxford, Herbert, Blunt, (Prince Edward, Henry VI, Clarence, Rivers, Grey, Vaughan, Hastings, 2 princes, Anne, Buckingham), Lord1,  mess
Bosworth's Field. Richard and Richmond erect battle tents. Stanley is nearby. Richard asks Catesby to send word to Stanley to move closer or risk losing his son. Stanley appears before Richmond & promises his support. As Richard & Richmond sleep, ghosts appear to Richard, expressing support for Richmond. Richard awakes in terror. Richard decides to go among the tents to eavesdrop on how the men think of him. Richmond has slept well and peacefully. He gives his oration to the soldiers. Richard prepares for battle and gives his oration to his troops. A messenger says Stanley has gone over to Richmond. Richard wants George killed but Norfolk advises him there is no time. 

5.4
Catesby, Richard,
Norfolk makes forays. Catesby encounters Richard, whose horse is slain. He valiantly refuses to withdraw and seeks Richmond on foot.

5.5
Richmond, Stanley
Richard & Richmond fight, Richard is slain. Stanley offers Richmond the crown. George Stanley is still alive. Norfolk, Ferrers, Brackenbury, and Brandon are dead. Richmond proclaims a pardon for all soldiers who will return to his rule. He has at last united the Lancaster & York factions, liberating England from civil war. He will marry Elizabeth’s daughter.
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